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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communjcation(s) filed on 19 December 2001 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-22 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-22 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 19 December 2001 is/are: a)IEl accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawlng(s) Is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

1 . The communjcation is in response to the application filed 1 9 December 2001 . 
Claims 1-22 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

3. Claims 1 , 3-4, and 6-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being rejected 
by Clark (5,974,389) 

4. As per claim 1 , Clark teaches a method for making an entry to an electronic 
medical record (Clark; Col. 5. line 64 to Col. 6 line 3). The method comprises the steps 
of: 

Associating the medical record with a patient, wherein the medical record is 
managed by an administrator (Clark; Col. 3, lines 41-60); 

Providing access to a portion of the medical record (Clark; Col. 2 lines 41-48); 
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Receiving an entry at a server serving the medical record on a network of 
processors (Clark; Col. 5. lines 30-35), wherein the medical record includes at least one 
folder storing the entry (Clark; Col. 6, lines 60-64); and 

Storing the entry in a folder according to a header of the entry (Clark; Col. 6, lines 
53-59). 

5. As per claim 3, Clark teaches the entry is provided by a user, wherein the user Is 
one of a business and an organization (Clark; Col. 5, lines 36-39). 

6. As per claim 4, Clark teaches the entry provided by a processor on the network 
(Clark; Figure 1 and Col. 5, lines 30-35). 

7. As per claim 6, Clark teaches the step of providing limited access and usage to a 
user according to a user's current identity (Clark; Col. 7, lines 26-27). 

8. As per claim 7, Clark teaches the step of providing limited access and usage to a 
user according to a user's scope of employment (Clark; Col. 7, lines 42-61). 

9. As per claim 8, Clark teaches the step of providing limited access and usage to a 
user according to a user's demographic profile (Clark; Col. 7, lines 42-61). 
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1 0. As per claim 9, Clark teaches the step of providing limited access and usage to a 
user according to a user's business character (Clark; Col. 7, lines 42-61). 

11. As per claim 10, Clark teaches the step of providing limited access and usage to 
a user according to a user's group membership (Clark; Col. 7, lines 42-61). 

1 2. As per claim 1 1 , Clark teaches the step of providing limited access and usage to 
a user according to a user's security clearance (Clark; Col. 7, lines 42-61). 

13. As per claim 12, Clark teaches the entry received at the server is encrypted by a 
sender (Clark; Col. 4, lines 36- 53). 

14. As per claim 1 3, Clark teaches the entry received at the server is digitally signed 
(Clark; Col. 6, line 64 to col. 7, line 8). 

1 5. As per claim 14, Clark teaches a program storage device readable by machine, 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform 
method steps for making an entry to an electronic medical record (Clark; Summary of 
the Invention). The method steps recited repeat the same limitations as Claim 1 and 
the reasons for rejection are incorporated herein. 
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16. As per claim 15, Clark teaches a portable medical record (Clark; Abstract). The 
system comprising: 

A plurality of processors connected by a network to database including a medical 
record (Clark; Figure 1 and Col. 5, lines 30-36); 

A plurality of folders for storing a message in the medical record (Clark; Col. 6 
lines 53-64); 

A means for controlling access to each of the folders (Clark; Col. 7, lines 15-23); 

and 

A means for sorting the message into at least one folder (Clark; Col. 7, lines IS- 
IS). 

17. As per claim 16, Clark teaches the message can be one of a plain text message, 
a digital image, an audio file, and a multimedia file (Clark; Col. 4, lines 10-35). 

1 8. As per claim 17, Clark teaches the message includes one or more attachments 
(Clark; Col. 4, line 30-34). 

1 9. As per claim 1 8, Clark teaches a message attachment can be one of plain text 
message, a digital image, an audio file, and a multimedia file (Clark; Col. 4, lines 10-35). 



20. As per claim 19, Clark teaches a means for controlling access further comprising: 
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A data encryption module for encryption communications across the network 
(Col. 5, lines 1-35); and 

A digital signature module (Clark; Col. 6, line 64 to col. 7, line 8 and Col. 7, lines 
15-19). 

21 . As per claim 20, Clark teaches a graphical user interface system supporting a 
medical record (Clark; Col. 8, lines 11-16). The system comprising: 

A menu generator for generating (Clark; Col. 8, lines 1 1-16): 

At least one menu pennitting User browsing at least one folder of a 

medical record (Clark; Col. 8, lines 11-16); and 

A menu permitting User entries to the medical record, wherein each entry 

is automatically filed into at least one desired folder of the medical record (Clark; Col. 6, 

lines 39-43 and Col. 6, lines 53-64). 

22. As per claim 21 , Clark teaches the graphical user interface further comprises a 
means for accessing a multimedia file including a portion of an entry to the medial 
record (Clark; Col. 5, lines 30-34). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

23. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomris the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

24. Claims 2, 5 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Clark (5.974,389) in view of Edelson (5,737,539). 

25. As per claim 2, Clark teaches the entry is provided by a user, wherein the user is 
one of a provider (Clark; Col. 6, lines 11-13). Clark does not expressly teach the user 
is a patient. However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Edelson. In 
particular. Edelson teaches that access control measures will be available for patients of 
the system. (Edelson; Col 17, lines 23-26). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to include the feature of a patient as a user the system described 
in Edelson with the motivation of preventing unauthorized use of personal information 
(Edelson; Col. 17, lines 7-9). 

26. As per claim 5, Claris fails to expressly teach the step of providing access further 
comprising the step of providing patient consent. However, this is well known in the art 
as evidenced by Edelson. In particular, Edelson teaches patient-directed control of their 
own data (Edelson; Col. 17, lines 56-62). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to include the feature of patient consent of the system described 
in Edelson with the motivation of preventing unauthorized use of personal information 
(Edelson; Col. 17, lines 7-9). 
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27. As per claim 22, Clark fails to expressly teach a graphical user interface wherein 
the multimedia file is comprised of multipurpose Internet mail extensions. However, this 
is well known in the art as evidenced by Edelson. In particular, Edelson teaches the 
host computer facility maintaining complete program files for the system along with e- 
mail services (Edelson; Col.46, lines 11-17). It would have been an obvious modification 
of the system taught by Clark to include multipurpose Internet mail extensions with the 
motivation of reaching out nationally, internationally, or across the Internet to multiple 
remote databases (Edelson; Col. 47, lines 1-7). 

Conclusion 

28. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not applied prior art teaches a remote access 
medical image exchange system and methods of operation therefor (6,006,191); an 
electronic medical records system (5,924,074); and an electronic medical record using 
text database (5,832,450). 

29. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michelle Linh-Giang Le whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8207. The examiner can nomially be reached on 8 AM - 5PM, M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomriation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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